CHAPTER  II

THE MAGISTRACY AND THE COURT

AT the age of thirteen Montaigne had com-
pleted his course at the College of Guyenne. Lit-
tle is known as to his manner of life during the
ten years which followed his school-days, years
of the highest importance in the formation of his
mind. We leave Montaigne a child, and find him
again a man qualified to undertake the duties of
the magistracy. Little is known; much has been
conjectured. But the joy and profit of conjectural
biography is chiefly for the biographer, and more
especially for that happy biographer who by a
new conjecture triumphs over the latest theory of
a predecessor.

It seems probable, however, that when Mon-
taigne's studies as a schoolboy were ended he
continued to attend the more advanced teaching
given in the precincts of the College of Guyenne,
which was recognised as part of the instruction
in the Faculty of Arts of the University of Bor-
deaux. M. Bonnefon has pointed to a passage in
the essay on Education, which describes the or-
dinary process of training, as being not improba-
bly a record of the Essayist's own experience:
39ist, and
